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As a senior, you're not especially interested in moving multiple times anymore. Rather, you
want to settle into the perfect retirement home and enjoy your golden years in the comfort
of your family and friends. Read on for some tips and tricks to help you age in place
gracefully in a house of your own, presented below by NuEdge Alliance.

Find the Right House

Your first step, of course, is to find the right house. Make a list of characteristics you need
or want in your retirement home. These might include single-level living options, wide
hallways and doors, a convenient kitchen, accessible bathrooms, and a properly sized
outdoor area. You should also decide if you're willing to do some projects to fix up a new
place or if you'd prefer it to be move-in ready. You might hire a real estate agent to guide
your search and purchasing process.

Get the Right Financing

You should also give serious thought to the financing for your new home. Determine how
much your budget can handle and what you can afford as a down payment. If you or your
spouse is a veteran, you should seriously consider a VA loan for your new home because
you or your spouse will still be eligible. A VA loan would help you lower or even eliminate
your down payment, and you can avoid private mortgage insurance. You may even be able
to access better rates than you could get with a conventional loan. Do some research, stay
updated on the current VA mortgage interest rates, and decide if a VA loan would work for
your circumstances.

Purchase Home Insurance

Before you settle into your new retirement home, be sure to purchase homeowners
insurance to protect yourself in case of fire, storm, or other disaster. Study the types of
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policies available, and learn about the factors that influence home insurance rates. These
may include your location, your home's replacement cost, and the age and condition of
your house. Talk to an agent who can provide various homeowners insurance options with
coverage and benefits that fit your situation and your budget.

Plan for Every Contingency

Purchasing home insurance, however, is only one part of preparing yourself for a possible
disaster. You should also create a disaster emergency plan so that you can be safe in every
contingency. Know the best and fastest routes out of your home in case of fire, and have
emergency numbers in a place that you can access easily. Develop a series of steps to take
in the event of a disaster to make sure that everyone gets to safety and your home is as
protected as possible.

Research Products to Help

Finally, there are many products on the market these days that are designed to keep
seniors safe in their homes. You might check out emergency alert systems, bathroom safety
features, and automatic shut-off devices for appliances. Before you buy, though, read plenty
of detailed product reviews from credible sources to make sure you're getting the highest
quality, safest products on the market.

Settle Into Your Retirement Home

When you've found the right house, purchased home insurance, made disaster plans, and
researched helpful products, you can focus on settling into your home. Now, enjoy your
golden years!
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